 February 23, 2010 

Dear Colleagues: 

I invite you and your colleagues, families, and friends to attend the 2010 Annual Meeting of the Southeastern Association of Law Schools (SEALS).  This year, we meet from July 30 through August 5 at The Breakers in Palm Beach, Florida.  With five pools, gilt ceilings, and Italian marble at every turn, this Mediterranean-style resort provides one with the rare occasion to use the word “resplendent” without sounding ostentatious.
The program for this year’s meeting is packed with panels covering a panoply of topics.  We continue to provide a welcoming space for new teachers with a record number of New Scholars Colloquia, as well as panels related to teaching, scholarship, and career advancement.  As in recent years, the program features a number of multi-panel workshops—this year eleven of them, covering issues in environmental law, constitutional law, intellectual property, evidence, trusts and estates, corporate law, employee benefits, criminal procedure, teaching techniques, labor and employment law, and criminal law.  And as always the program includes a variety of panels on legal education, among them panels on Law School as a Consumer Product, Economic and Community Development Clinics, and Coming Out of an Economic Downturn.
In addition to SEALS’s standard offerings, this year’s program reflects an attempt by SEALS to find new forums for intellectual discourse.  Following a successful test-run at last year’s conference, the program features six roundtables—on the future of the media in the internet age, the Sotomayor confirmation, obtaining and executing casebook contracts, the Fourth Amendment, the exclusionary rule, and grand jury reform—and six discussion groups—on the financial crisis, corporate criminal liability, judicial review and human rights, the Roberts Court, finding intersections between first-year courses, and corporate law.  Many of these sessions will focus on pre-submitted essays, and all are designed to provide participants and the audience with an intimate setting for constructive exchange.  The program also reflects a growing effort to include foreign scholars, this year featuring a strong cohort of Canadian scholars.  Finally, SEALS is fortunate to offer an intensive three day seminar in statistical analysis led by Professor Ted Eisenberg, one of the nation's pioneers in legal empirical research. We invite you to view our complete program on our newly-renovated website at www.sealslawschools.org. 

Thanks to our principal sponsors - Thomson/West, LexisNexis, Carolina Academic Press, and Aspen Publishing - our registration fee for registrants from member and affiliate schools is $125.00 prior to June 16, $150.00 prior to July 30, and $200.00 onsite.  For registrants from non-member schools, the fee is $150.00 prior to June 16, $175.00 prior to July 29, and $250.00 onsite.  Registration may be completed at www.sealslawschools.org.  (Click on the tab for “Registration.”) 
We are fortunate that attendance at our annual meeting has grown dramatically over the past decade.  Unfortunately, this means that rooms at The Breakers booked quickly, and all rooms are currently reserved.  Cancellations will undoubtedly make additional rooms available in the coming months, particularly as the June 1 deadline for room cancellation approaches.  If you have any questions about lodging or other conference logistics, the best contact is Ms. Peggy Bratcher, University of Louisville, Louis D. Brandeis School of Law.  Phone: 502-852-1669 or E-Mail: mmbrat01@gwise.louisville.edu. I’ll also be happy to help in any way I can.  

I look forward to seeing you this summer at The Breakers! 

Sincerely, 

Jonathan Cardi

Dorothy Salmon Professor of Law, University of Kentucky
President, Southeastern Association of Law Schools 
